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The Affordable Assisted Living program has been an enormously successful way to house seniors 

needing “assisted living” who otherwise would be unable to afford it. 

Grand Rapids (Heron Manor), Macomb & Oakland Counties (American House) and Detroit (Rivertown) 

have provided our residents vitally needed affordable housing alternatives. 

I had the privilege along with Jennifer Scally of Area Agency on Aging, as two Housing Specialist in 

Michigan’s Nursing Facility Transition program to present earlier this week at the Building Michigan’s 

Communities conference “Senior Housing: what we have; what we need”. I have attached 3 slides from 

our presentation documenting from Harvard’s rental study clearly and convincingly how enormous the 

challenge that lies ahead for Michigan to try and meet the growing needs of our elderly population.  

As the baby boomer generation ages, as costs continue to sky rocket, Michigan must continue to 

address this growing need. 

I believe that committing to the continuing evolution of the Affordable Assisted Living (AAL) program 

shows our residents MSHDA’s ongoing commitment to responsibly trying to stay ahead of what ALL the 

experts say will be an exponentially bigger problem down the road. 

In synchronizing the goals of the tax credit program with these growing needs, MSHDA could incentivize 

QAP points for addressing and meeting the requirements of the AAL program. 

All of us have family, or friends and neighbors who are aging, and facing or will face these family 

decisions in times where both rental and health costs continue to skyrocket. 

Please stay committed and active in continuing this wonderful program.      

(see attached Harvard data) 







 


